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235 South 2nd Street
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Kindergarten through 6th Grade

763-972-2528

Principal - Nicole Belpedio
Secretary - Barb Barten
Pastor - Father Michael Miller

PRINCIPAL'S CORNER

by Nicole Belpedio

Dear Alumni,

I began my official duties as principal of St. Peter’s School
this past July. My first event was to be a part of our school’s
float in the Fourth of July parade, allowing me to meet a few
of our teachers, students, and parents. It was a blast! It gave
me a taste of the town of Delano, and it showed me first-
hand, what St. Peter’s School is all about: A Catholic faith
community where all members are dedicated to a child’s
total development.

I am originally from Virginia, MN and graduated from
Virginia High School. | attended Mesabi Community
College, also located in Virginia. | went on to complete my
BS in Elementary Education at Bemidji State University.
Later, | received my Masters in Educational Leadership from

2007-2008
School Calendar

November 1 - End of First Quarter

November 6 - Veteran’s Day Program
November 6 - Mostaccioli Supper
November 7-9 - Sixth Grade to Environmental
Learning Camp
November 21 - 23 - Thanksgiving Vacation
December 14 - Christmas Program
December 17 - Kindergarten and First Grade
to Old Log Theater
December 21 - Grandparent’s Day
December 24 - January 1 - Christmas Vacation
January 18 - End of Second Quarter
January 27 - February 1 - Catholic
Schools Week
January 27 - School Mass &

Pancake Breakfast

Southwest MN State University. During the summer of 2006,
I completed my K-12 Principal’s Licensure through St.
Mary’s University. | came into this position with 11 years of
teaching experience.

Here at St. Peter’s School, we are on a path headed for suc-
cess. We have moved a couple of classrooms to make things
more efficient, and we added the Accelerated Reader
Program - which is a computer program designed to encour-
age children to read and gauge comprehension. In addition,
we also combined our Home and School, Fundraising, and
Development Committees.

By combining the efforts of the committees mentioned above,
now called CORE, we are able to focus our aim and stream-
line our work. The marathon for nonpublic education was
an event that was revamped by our streamlining efforts. It
was combined with an idea called Ride for a Reason, where
students collected prayer intentions as well as pledges. We
exceeded our goal of raising $45,000 and helped children to
experience the importance of praying for others in need.
(The incentives of me wearing a school uniform, dying my
hair blue and gold, having to sit in the dunk tank, and a get-
ting day off from school probably played a small part in sur-
passing our goal.)

Thank you for supporting St. Peter’s School and be sure to
check out our updated website at www.stpetersschool-delano.com.

God bless,
Nicole Belpedio

Principal




MARATHON 2007

St. Peter’s School is celebrating the success of its annual Marathon, which this year was an extraordinary learning
experience for our students and our community.

The school set an ambitious goal of raising $45,000 to cover operating
expenses and school supplies. As in past years, students asked friends,
families and businesses to sponsor their approximately six- mile bike ride
through Delano.

Families also participated in a
new element called Ride for a
Reason, designed to teach students|
to stop, think beyond their own
needs, reflect upon others and
pray for their well being. While
collecting pledges, the students
asked for prayer intentions. Teachers added their more than 750 prayer intentions
to a large art Mural created by the students. Father Miller said two Masses for the s
intentions, and the teachers incorporated prayers and reflection into the students’
daily religion classes.

The result was remarkable. St. Peter’s School families raised more that $50,000 and the inspiring stories about what our
students and community learned together from Ride for a Reason continue to be told.

LIBRARY TIME

In each edition of the Flock, we try to share with readers what is happening
at the school. In this copy, we’ll share a little about improvements that
have been made to the St. Peter’s School Library.
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Each week every student at St. Peter’s School has a chance to spend time in
the library. They spend time selecting books to take home to read for fun
or for a book report. In recent years, the library has had several upgrades.
Like most libraries we are familiar with, the St. Peter’s School library was
originally operated manually, using a card catalog. In June 2001, Anna
Meehan, Kathryn Meehan and Laura Pool (members of Girl Scout Troop
#1345) converted the library to a computerized system. The girls sorted the _
books into categories for reading skill levels and assigned every book a cat- First Grader bore over a book uring
alogue number reference as well as a bar code, so that each book could be library time in the St. Peter’s School Library
checked in/out electronically. The girls spent more than six hours cataloging

the contents of the library and when they were done, the staff and volunteers at St. Peter’s School were extremely grateful.
The girls (alumni of the school) earned their Girl Scout Silver Award for their coordination and completion of the project.

In 2001, a Birthday Book Club was also started. This ‘club’ was for students, parents, Godparents and grandparents. One
thought behind the club was that students would learn about giving (rather than getting) on their birthday, as well as provide
additional books for the library. Donations came from students, but also families or individuals. The donations are either
money or a book in honor of a student’s birthday. When the donation is monetary, school staff purchase the book in the
donor’s name. In both cases a personalized book plate is placed on the inside front cover of the book stating the donor’s
name, the student’s name and birth date and the date of the donation. The Birthday Book Club recently underwent a reor-
ganization and was reinstated this fall (2007). A list of needed books will be available to families and other donors who
would like to support the school with additions to the library. (continued on next page)



The newest and most exciting change to the library is a generous donation received last February (2007). An anonymous
donor replaced the computer in the library as well as updated the software we use to catalogue the books. We were thankful-
ly able to upload and integrate all the books’ catalogue numbers and bar codes from the system the Girl Scout Troop #1345
worked so hard to put into place. The new software gives us an improved tracking system for our books, as well as an
advanced cataloging system (using what’s called MARC and Sears methods). In a nutshell, all our current and future books in
our library are electronically categorized by book type (fiction - easy; fiction; non-fiction) and then further broken down by
into several subject layers (i.e.: Because of Winn Dixie is broken down into: Dogs - fiction; city and town life - fiction; pets; ani-
mals; Florida, fiction). This method allows us to search effectively for books of interest to our students.

Another exciting addition happened in April 2007. We received another generous donation from Catholic Aid to implement
Accelerated Reader (AR) into our school. Accelerated Reader is a nationally recognized reading software program which
helps ensure students are reading at their appropriate level. Each Accelerated Reader book is assigned both a reading level
and points, depending on the difficulty/complexity of the book’s content. Once a student is finished reading their book, they
complete the corresponding AR quiz to determine their comprehension of the book. Accelerated Reader is an amazing pro-
gram and has become an instant success at St. Peter’s! Teachers are able to establish individual goals for their students, as
well as print ongoing progress reports to share with the students and parents. Even better is seeing how quickly the AR pro-
gram has generated increased excitement in reading with our students. Students who have had little interest in reading are
picking up books and asking to take quizzes. It's awesome!

Finally, beginning in October, each teacher is requiring her students check out a book from the Religious Section in our library
regularly. Many of the teachers are requesting written or oral reports summarizing the books they are reading. It is thrilling
to see renewed interest in our collection of religious books; however, this is where the library needs the most assistance. The
collection is small and well worn (1950’s and earlier). We’ll be looking to update and expand this collection this year to
include purchasing religious books with corresponding AR quizzes.

REMEMBER WHEN

The year is 1964, but who are all of these children? And why are they
wearing these costumers? Do you remember wearing one of these
costumes? Or maybe you remember making one?

Send us your responses on the St. Peter’s School website -
http://www.stpetersschool-delano.com - choose Contact Us,
or mail them to us at:

St. Peter’s School = P.O. Box 470 = Delano, Minnesota 55328

If you have pictures you would like to share, you can e-mail them to us
‘ at nbelpedio@delanocatholic.com. Or if you don’t have them digitally,

| we’ll be happy to scan them in and return the orginial to you. Just mail
them to the address above.

PAULA S. FIELD MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND

=

In December 1996, Paula Field lost her battle with breast cancer. Although she hadn’t graduated from St. Peter’s
School, she valued the education one can only get at a Catholic School. Paula graduated from Delano High School
as Paula Meyer and married Mike Field. Paula and Mike had six children all of whom attended St. Peter’s School.
Like all parents at St. Peter’s, Paula was very involved at the school. We like to think parents volunteer for spe-
cific jobs or projects and some do, but Paula was one of those parents who was there to do what needed to be
done. She supported the school with all of her heart. After her death, the Paula S. Field Memorial Scholarship
Fund was established to provide tuition assistance at St. Peter’s School. We’ll be targeting this fund in our
Alumni Appeal this year, and we’ll ask you to support it and scholarships for students at St. Peter’s School.
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

December is a busy month at St. Peter’s School, but we are never
too busy for you. Stop by to attend the Christmas Program,
December 14th or visit us for Mass and the Grandparent’s Day
Program on December 21st. We would love to see you and have
you join us in preparing for Christmas.

Be sure to visit the St. Peter’s School website
http://www.stpetersschool-delano.com
for the latest news about St. Pete’s!






